
Week One 
Art History Recommendations. 

1) Titian on BBC Iplayer 
In 1551, Prince Philip of  Spain, the future King Philip II, commissioned 
Titian, the most famous painter in Europe, to produce a group of  paintings 
showing Classical myths primarily taken from the Roman poet Ovid’s 
‘Metamorphoses’. A new exhibition reunites all six paintings in the series, 
from Boston, Madrid, and London, for the first time in over four centuries. 
Titian: Love, Desire, Death promised to be one of  the highlights of  the culture 
year. It opened on 16th March and closed just two days later. The BBC re-
edited its coverage of  the show to produce Titian - Behind closed Doors. We’ve 
look at the work of  Titian several times in the past, in particular during our 
courses on Venice and Venetian artists. The BBC shows you inside Titian’s 
house, garden and studio. There’s some discussion of  Venetian courtesans, 
life models, Renaissance finances and modern art history’s blind spots. The 
film is available only until the start of  May. Don’t miss it. 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episode/m000h3g5/titian-behind-closed-
doors 

2 Virtual Gallery visit 
During the current enforced closures galleries have been posting online 
links to virtual tours. Some of  these are more rewarding than others. 
Compare and contrast these point and click offerings from  
The National Gallery [https://www.nationalgallery.org.uk/visiting/virtual-
tours/google-virtual-tour ] 
The Sainsbury Wing of  the National Gallery [https://
www.nationalgallery.org.uk/visiting/virtual-tours/sainsbury-wing-vr-tour] 
And the Laing Art Gallery  [https://artsandculture.google.com/
streetview/laing-art-gallery/5AFvZBcj2kavGg] (Can you find the Bewick 
display?) 
The Royal Academy takes a different approach. The Picasso and Paper 
show is available as a video. Find it here https://
www.royalacademy.org.uk/exhibition/picasso-and-paper 

3. A short read: Art and Food 
Art Uk is the nation’s collection of  art digitised. The site also features a 
good number of  essays highlighting the use to which the paintings are 
being put in shows and publications. A good example is Food and feasting in 
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European art history by Lydia Figes. Its based on a show at the Fitzwilliam 
Museum Feast & Fast: The Art of  Food in Europe, 1500–1800' 
https://www.artuk.org/discover/stories/food-and-feasting-in-european-
art-history 

4. Film rewind 
In an early Saturday morning film session we looked at Stalker by Andre 
Tarkovsky. There is lots to explore in the personal and artistic world of  the 
late Russian film-maker. 
Read : 
https://www.bfi.org.uk/news-opinion/news-bfi/features/fast-track-
fandom-where-begin-andrei-tarkovsky 
Watch:  
Will Self  introduces Solaris 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zhSQySxcePI 
Listen 
Free Thinking on Stalker, BBC Sounds 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b0775023 
Andrei Tarkovsky - Poetic Harmony 
https://youtu.be/ak6rI-j07QU 
Tarkovsky Wikipedia page https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/
Andrei_Tarkovsky 

Previously Tarkovsky’s films were available to watch for free. Copyright 
claims have seen them removed from YouTube. They can however all be 
accessed on Amazon Prime Video on payment of  a small fee. 

5. Art shows 
You can find paintings by myself  online in the ‘virtual’ versions of  two 
shows. 
The Royal Scottish Academy https://www.rsaannualexhibition.org/ 
The Royal Watercolour Society https://www.banksidegallery.com/
exhibitions/51/overview/ 

More recommendations next week 

Peter Quinn
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