
Week Two 
Art History Recommendations. 
This week I thought I’d focus on museums and galleries around the 
world.  

Firstly Belgium where masterpieces of  the Northern Renaissance were 
to be on show in Ghent until the end of  April in Van Eyck. An 
Optical Revolution. 
‘..Till-Holger Borchert, Director Museums Bruges…takes you through 
the galleries. He reflects on some of  the works by the Flemish Master, 
which are now exceptionally collected in one place.' 
Watch the video or you can listen to the audio guide 
https://vaneyck2020.be/en/van-eyck-from-home/ 

2. USA 
The Whitney Museum of  American Art was to host  
Los Tres Grandes Vida Americana: Mexican Muralists Remake American Art, 
1925–1945.  
The video trailer for the exhibition links names we know from 
previous lectures: José Clemente Orozco, Diego Rivera, and David 
Alfaro Siqueiros with Jackson Pollock, Jacob Lawrence and the New 
Deal muralists of  the USA. The video is short (6.14mins) and well 
worth a look. [https://whitney.org/watchandlisten] 

While you are on the Whitney site take time to explore other videos.  
We looked at Jay DeFeo's The Rose recently. There's a short film 
here that focuses on the history of  the work, its removal, storage and 
restoration. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BkHi-XqVS8U 

Also on the Whitney’s website there are contemporary artists to 
discover such as Liza Lou talking about her Kitchen. The Whitney 
Biennial 2019 featured work by mixed media artist Tomashi 
Jackson. The video shows her at work and on site. 
https://whitney.org/watchandlisten/42652?series=1963 
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3. You can follow up on the work of  the Mexican muralists. Start with 
Sotheby’s video of  Diego Rivera’s Dream of  a Sunday Afternoon.  
https://youtu.be/R7oIm0UULnQ 
Rivera's work is central to the Detroit Institute of  Fine Arts 
collection. The At Home with the DIA (https://www.dia.org/athome) 
let's us access lots of  resources. All of  these seem to be available in the 
UK with the exception of  the Film Screenings. Look for their material 
on the Breughel in their collection. 

4. Make some art in San Francisco:  
SFMoMa has #MUSEUMFROMHOME. (https://
www.sfmoma.org/museumfromhome/) Read + Watch Picturing the 
Environment. The Open Studio is intended for schools and students 
however there are a number of  projects that might inspire you to 
make some art. 
Try for instance Chris Johanson’s How About This?: Diagramming 
your life (https://www.sfmoma.org/read/open-studio-chris-
johanson/) 
You'll recognise one of  the artists from our Art in the Seventies course 
(https://www.sfmoma.org/read/open-studio-john-baldessari/) 

5. China 
Ai Weiwei was arrested in 2011. We have looked at his art on a 
number of  occasions: pottery, upturned trees, school bags, video and 
photography all feature. The artist now lives in England in exile. 
#aiww: The Arrest of  Ai Weiwei by Howard Brenton was live 
streamed by the Guardian by the time you read this the video will no 
longer be available. You can however read a new interview with the 
artist and his views on China today. https://www.theguardian.com/
stage/2020/apr/24/ai-weiwei-hampstead-theatre-aiww-the-arrest-of-
ai-wei-wei-streamed 

6. Paris 
#FLVfromhome  
The stylish Fondation Louis Vuitton is posting three new digital 
‘events’ each week. They’re only available for one week, so keep 
checking back. In the coming week they will be a tour of  the 2018 
show Being Modern: MoMA in Paris; a dance by Lil Buck, and 
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a Recital for two pianos : Thomas Adès and Kirill Gerstein 
recorded in 2016. All details on their website  
https://www.fondationlouisvuitton.fr/en.html 

Film Rewind:  
time to explore further a film we looked at in 2017 
Fellini's 8 ½ (1963) 

Marcello Mastroianni pays homage to  Fellini here (https://
www.criterion.com/current/posts/3345-marcello-mastroianni-on-
fellini) 

You could though begin with a radio essay on the lead actor’s 
spectacles. 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b06vmlc9 

There’s a short video on Fellini the visual artist 
https://www.bfi.org.uk/video-federico-fellini-comic-books 

A longer discussion is available on the BFI website. There are lots of  
clips between the talk. 
https://www.bfi.org.uk/video-federico-fellini-discussion 

8 ½ is available on the subscription service of  the BFI. (There's a14 
day free trial for everyone and a longer free trial if  you have a 
Tyneside Cinema membership) and on Amazon Prime. 

More recommendations next week 

Peter Quinn
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