
Week Six recommendations 

Tate 

The website of  the four Tate galleries has a number of  learning resources you might 
explore. They have ‘How To’, ‘ In Focus’ and ‘Talking Point’ features.  
‘Talking Points’ have images, video and text accompanying links to help you explore 
further. 
A good place to start is the ‘Talking Point’ on Making Art in Isolation: Explore 
how artists of  past and present have been creative whilst in solitude. Work 
by artists we have featured in the past such as Louise Bourgeois and Bruce Nauman 
features alongside pieces by less familiar figures such as Gulsun Karamustafa and 
Tehching Hsieh.  
https://www.tate.org.uk/art/talking-point/making-art-isolation 

British Art Talks at the Paul Mellon Centre 

The Paul Mellon Centre for Studies in British Art is an educational charity 
committed to promoting original, world-class research into the history of  British art 
and architecture of  all periods. They collaborate closely with the Yale Center for 
British Art, and are part of  Yale University 
https://www.paul-mellon-centre.ac.uk/whats-on/podcast 

The British Art Talks podcast is a new audio series from the Paul Mellon Centre for 
Studies in British Art. It features new research and aims to enhance and expand 
knowledge of  British art and architecture 
There are currently two episodes available. Three more are promised for June. 
William Etty and the Classical Body 
A discussion between Classicist Mary Beard and art historian Cora Gilroy-Ware.  
“What will survive of  us is love”: Memory and Emotion in Late-Medieval 
England 
Jessica Barker explores ‘expressivity’ in late-medieval sculpture. 

Royal Academy 

Manet exhibition of  2015 
Long watch. 
Originally released in cinemas, this ‘Exhibition on Screen’ film takes you back in time 
to visit the Royal Academy’s 2013 ‘Manet: Portraying Life’ exhibition, one of  our 
most visited shows of  all time. Take a trip to 19th-century Paris where the story of  
this modern master unfolds – and peep behind the scenes at the RA, as the curators 
prepared to tell his story in this major show. 
https://www.royalacademy.org.uk/article/exhibition-on-screen-documentary-manet-
portraying-life 
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Or if  you only have 60 seconds 
In 60 seconds: Hogarth’s ‘Gin Lane’ & ‘Beer Street,’ Tiffany Greenoak 
Learn how a pair of  engravings by satirical artist William Hogarth were used to alter 
the drinking habits of  the British public in the 18th century. 
https://www.royalacademy.org.uk/article/hogarth-gin-lane-beer-street 

A list for a long read 
10 novels about art [or 9 recent novels and one older one]. 
https://www.royalacademy.org.uk/article/10-novels-about-art 
You may have read some of  these already. Here’s the list in brief, full details on the 
RA website with links to a major online bookseller. 
1. How to be both, Ali Smith (2014) 
2. The Man in the Red Coat, Julian Barnes (2019) 
3. What I Loved, Siri Hustvedt (2003) 
4. The Folding Star, Alan Hollinghurst (1994) 
5. The Lady and the Unicorn, Tracy Chevalier (2004) 
6. The Goldfinch, Donna Tartt (2013) 
7. Never Anyone But You, Rupert Thomson (2018) 
8. The Masterpiece, Emile Zola (1886), Thomas Walton (translator) 
9. Mr Mac and Me, Esther Freud (2014) 
10. Girl Reading, Katie Ward (2011) 

Be sure to explore the RA website and to revisit as they are adding to it daily. 

Explore work of two contemporary artists 

Jasleen Kaur 
Jasleen Kaur (b.1986, Glasgow, Scotland) is an artist based in London. Her work is an ongoing 
exploration into the malleability of  culture and the layering of  social histories within the material and 
immaterial things that surround us. Her practice examines diasporic identity and heirachies of  history, 
both colonial and personal. She works with sculpture, video, sound and writing. 
http://jasleenkaur.co.uk/ 

Henna Asikainen  
Omens Project – Making Futures (Baltic 39: 25 January – 26 April 2020)
The exhibition material is available online here http://balticplus.uk/henna-asikainen-omens-project-
making-futures-e781/
There is a video, podcast, images and text to explore. Many of you will remember Henna’s lectures 
to Explore.
Henna Asikainen’s work uses a variety of mediums and methods to explore human’s relationship 
with the environment we inhabit and the concept of nature. Asikainen is particularly interested in 
the impact of human’s destructive practices on ecosystems and other beings we share the planet 
with. Her recent works have explored the idea of home, belonging and the importance of access to 
nature. They have been created in collaboration with migrant and refugee groups based in the 
North East who have contributed their own experiences of displacement and their attempts to make 
a home in a new, unfamiliar and sometimes hostile location.
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Bed-time Stories 

The New Museum in New York regularly features challenging work by contemporary 
artists. In lockdown it is assembling a collection of  stories read by artists. Give them a 
try: I enjoyed David Byrne’s reading. 
https://www.newmuseum.org/pages/view/bedtime-stories 
As part of  its series of  new digital initiatives, the New Museum presents “Bedtime Stories,” a 
project initiated by the artist Maurizio Cattelan. 
Inviting friends and other artists and performers he admires to keep us company, Cattelan imagined 
“Bedtime Stories” as a way of  staying together during these days of  isolation. Each participant has 
been asked to read a selection from their favorite book – a sentence, passage, chapter, or more – to be 
shared with the New Museum’s online audiences. 

Film rewind 

In June of  last year we spent a Saturday morning with Citizen Kane, the 1941 film 
directed and produced by Orson Welles. This is a good time to revisit it as it is now 
available on BBC Iplayer and will continue to be for over one year. 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episode/b0074n82/citizen-kane 

Also The Magnificent Ambersons (1942) 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episode/b0078b9s/the-magnificent-ambersons 

This may be the time to read Simon Callow on Orson Welles (Orson Welles 
Volume 1 the Road to Xanadu, published 1995) or at least listen to his lecture on 
Welles and the theatre : https://youtu.be/dpHFaiiKhSk 

You can watch archive material of  Welles here (available for a limited time) https://
www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episode/b01rscc0/talking-pictures-orson-welles 
See also the 1955 BBC programme Press Conference: https://www.bbc.co.uk/
iplayer/episode/p00nw1w4/press-conference-orson-welles 

I’ve started an archive page of these recommendations just in case 
you mislay any of them. You can find them all here  
https://peterjquinn.org/weekly-recommendations/ 

Stay safe 
More Next week 
Peter Quinn
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